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Editor’s Notes

The MOA National is coming up fast, and
anecdotal evidence says that our club will be well
represented. | can’t go. A family vacation means
I’1l be heading West. Somehow I arranged it so that
I must ride my solo seat BMW (something about
needing to be back at work earlier), while the rest
ride in Grandpa’s Buick. Such a sacrifice!

We’ll be passing through Durango, CO, the
site of my first MOA National in 1995. I had never
been camping before, nor in the Rockies, so it was
quite an experience. Riding the Million Dollar
Highway was unforgettable — the Molas Divide is
about as sceilic as it geis. Setting up a tent for the
first time was humbling, and later that night I
learned a lesson about mountain climate. | had no
sleeping bag, thinking that with daytime temps of
100 degrees plus, a blanket and air mattress would
do. Wrong! By 4 a.m., every article of clothing
was on and still I froze.

[ also had my first encounter with
Aerostich. Baffling, it was, seeing all those people
in what then looked to me like stifling snowmobile
suits, choosing pretension over comfort, if not
sanity. Five years later, after 00K in a gray Darien
suit, 1 understand. There’s a learning curve in
motorcycling, as in any sport or hobby. And then
you go and do something really silly...

[ went up to Duluth the other day, planning
to order a hi-viz lime yellow Darien (8 week back-
order, 13 weeks on Roadcrafters!) for all the
obvious safety reasons. | didn’t really want to wear
that color, but felt I ought. Instead, I become
enamored with the new Falstaff, a Darien styled
version of the waxed cotton Barbour suit worn by
“legendary” Brit bikers. It made no sense (well, |
did pay much less than the catalog price), but I
bought it anyway and love it. Enjoy the National! I
hope to see you at the 2001 MOA Rally in
Redmond, Oregon.
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President’s Column

Summer Rules.

1. Ride as much and as often as you can.

2. Why are you looking a #2? Refer back to Rule
#1! '
Wow, we’ve had a great start to our riding

season! The Hiawatha Rally was once again a

success, with fine weather, great roads and an

attendance of 420 people. Of course, nothing this
good happens by chance, but by hard work. Lisa

Kinney and Karol Patzer put this rally together

(again!) and we owe them our sincere gratitude for

a wonderful event. [ have talked to quite a few

rally goers, and every one of them said, “Great

job!” The same goes for all the volunteers, from
setup and registration to beverages and cleanup. If
you enjoyed the rally this year, think about playing
an even larger part next year. More help gives
everybody a chance to have fun at the rally. This
year, | was “evicted” from the refreshment area and
told to go riding! 1 participated in the Poker Run

(for the first time) and had a great day.

Speaking of rallies, another one is just around
the corner. Okay, some of you have already been to
lowa, and for all I know, Quebec, as there are
events happening all over MNorth America every
weekend. The one I’m thinking of is the
BMWMOA Great Lakes National Rally in
Midland, MI on July 13-16. It seems quite a few
club members are going this year and it would be
fun if we could have a good turnout. We have a
suggestion: those of us in Midland for the rally will
have a “mini-meeting” of our club on Friday, July
14 under the Minnesota BMW club banner. Where
will the banner be? That’s your challenge! It will
be somewhere on the rally site at the Midland
County Fairgrounds. Since the meeting will be at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, bet on the beer garden. If you
show up, I’ll buy you a beverage. Okay? For those
who can’t make it to Midland, the July club
meeting will be at our regular meeting site, the
Lake Como Pavilion, at 7:30. Vice President Jamie
Jensen will chair this meeting, and perhaps change
everything by the time we get back from Michigan!
Wherever you go this month, ride well, have fun,
and | hope to see you on the road.







